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MD/CEO’s Message
Dear Reader,
This year has been an awesome ride of
new heights and milestones, I cannot
be more thankful to all of UEM Sunrise’s
stakeholders, family and friends that
have been so faithful and hopeful to us.
As a result, we couldn’t have asked for a
better year.
Earlier this year, we were delighted
with the announcement of doubling our
profits from 2017 and again in May 2018,
where we recorded the highest ever
revenue since our listing on the Kuala
Lumpur Stock Exchange.
In addition, in the first quarter of the year,
we launched the Serimbun township in
Iskandar Puteri and Residensi Solaris
Parq, followed by the new phase of
Serene Heights, as well as our first
private marina project in Iskandar Puteri
for yacht owners! And of course, we
were especially pleased with our launch
of Residensi Astrea in Mont’Kiara.
So you can see why we are proud of this
month’s issue of U LIVING. In addition
to the aforementioned, this issue of U
LIVING highlights UEM Sunrise’s double

Editor-In-Chief
Anwar Syahrin Abdul Ajib
Editorial
Emilia Azyyati Abdul Rahman
Josephine Veeran
Shamini Chandrasekaran
Nurul Fatin Najihah Nasaruddin
Mohd Ifzan Mohd Izam
Contributors
Leon Jake-Li Lim
Ngiom Lim
Vishal J. Singh
A. Wall
Tom West
Melisa Wong
Alice Yong

bill awards: The Property Excellence
Award 2018 and Outstanding Property
CEO Award 2018.
We are glad to feature a Tresorian’s life
at Horizon Hills and Arcoris Penthouse,
a special feature of the Rome of the East
(Manila), the rare event of the glamorous
Stylo Gentlemen’s Weekend that was
held in Puteri Harbour and more!
In other words, this year indicated
to us that we are on the right track
to bringing UEM Sunrise to greater
heights. We have reached a new
level, however, we do not intend
to stay there. UEM Sunrise wishes
you Season’s Greetings and a very
Happy New Year and we are looking
forward to kick-start the promising
year of 2019 well. Signing off!
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Let us hear from you!
We welcome feedback, insights, comments
and suggestions for U Living Magazine
and how we can make it more “ubiquitous”.
E-mail us at info@uliving.life stating
your name, email and contact number.
We reserve the right to edit your letter
before publication in line with editorial
policy and guidelines.
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Stunning
Couture
of Nostalgia
and Glitz
T

here was once an accountant that sat on his office desk
dreaming of the day that he would one day realise
his dream of becoming a fashion designer. Certainly,
there are not many stories like that. But Ho Kok Loong was
a person to experience such a pivotal transformation in his
life.
So he began his foray into the fashion industry as a wholesale
distributor. Subsequently, he then delved into producing
his own designs, eventually setting up a production team,
creating samples for various brands and local designers.
This would-be fashion designer would sit down day and
night with his seamsters and seamstresses to develop the
best possible cut and designs.
Ho reached a new level when he teamed up with his friend
Jiason Foong, winner of the MODA Young Designer Award.
They shared a vision and passion and from there, they
created a brand of their own.
Now known as KL Ho, he formed MOD House in recognition
of the supply gap in the market for well-designed working
wear, MOD House now strives to create stylish designs with
a classic tailored fit as well as glamorous wedding gowns.
Fast forward to 2018 and KL Ho makes his debut at the 2018

Couture Fashion Week New York with his 2019 Cheongsam
Collection. MOD House presented itself as a fashion label
with a collection of Asian-inspired designs on the runway
that made an impact among the guests. Titled, “Spirit of the
Qipao Rekindled”, classic looks incorporated both the qipao
and kua, embellished with beautiful songket fabric. It was in
New York that Ho showcased his immeasurable repertoire,
injecting modern elements into centuries of tradition, which
were considered as the epitome of Chinese high fashion and
culture.
Besides incorporating elements from the merging of Chinese
and Malay cultures through decadent songket fabrics and
heritage motifs from Baba and Nyonya ancestry, he has
combined Chinese mandarin collar and Western evening
gowns in dramatic ruffles and beadings, and portrays the
Qipao as a regal gown for the most exclusive of high society
events.
On the other hand, KL Ho has previously collaborated with
the likes of Harith Iskander, Qatar Airways and Ice Watch in
other events such as the ‘A Tribute to Secretaries’ press
conference at Royale Chulan Damansara. And not to
mention the STYLO Gentlemen’s Weekend that took place
in September 2018 in Iskandar Puteri, Johor. KL Ho is a fast
emerging fashion player that is to be reckoned with.
9
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“

For me, the real success is after I have laid a strong
foundation and the passion is instilled, the staff will
continue to drive the company to greater heights
without me”.
		—Anwar Syahrin Abdul Ajib
Managing Director/Chief Executive Officer
UEM Sunrise Berhad
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Anwar Syahrin
Born in Kuala Lumpur, he moved to Johor when he was in
primary school together with his late father, Johor Chief
Minister, Datuk Ajib Ahmad. He went to a boarding secondary
school in Kuala Kangsar, Perak, before doing his tertiary
education in the UK, which trained him to be independent
from a young age.

I

nitially planning to study architecture, he
switched to mechanical engineering. He
returned to Malaysia to work in oil and gas
company Shell as a transport executive for one
year doing vehicle preventive maintenance. When
his wife decided to further her studies in the UK, he
went with her, joining an accounting firm and then
became a chartered accountant. He did so with
advice from friends.
“Many industries have a very high regard for this
profession [chartered accountancy]. Taking care
of tankers is just too slow for career progression
because to move up the corporate ladder, knowledge
of finance and business is very important.

Thankfully, I managed to pass the Institute of
Chartered Accountants in England and Wales
(ICAEW) exam”, he says.
Prior to joining UEM Sunrise, Anwar Syahrin was
Group CFO and Group Head of Ports and Logistics
Division at MMC Corp Bhd for eight years. He
reckons that the transition — from a “finance guy”
to CEO and managing director — was a tough one.
Furthermore, the property industry had been on a
downtrend since the previous year. Johor, where
most of the company’s land bank is located, was
also facing an oversupply of properties.
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Anwar Syahrin also attributes his success to his role model,
his late father. “Of course, I have mentors from work but my
father instilled good values in me. He was decisive and strongwilled, yet he was humble and carried out his responsibilities
honestly as well as with integrity and sincerity. That is for
me… to get the job done the right way”.
“It is about the people and bringing in the right culture… it is
about setting the direction, instilling passion among the staff
and getting them to be excited about their jobs. Previously,

12

I was more of an analyst [CFO in MMC]; running a company
requires a lot of stamina, perseverance and patience”.
Anwar Syahrin sees his mission at UEM Sunrise as increasing
its share price by increasing profits with more sales of the
right products. To achieve the goal, he sets a standard for
UEM Sunrise — known as E.V.E., it stands for exciting, value
and easy. He explains that the company’s products must be
exciting, have value and easy to buy.
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His greatest achievement, he says, is putting customers first,
even during the planning stage. He says focus groups are
conducted at the start of each planning process to identify
what customers want. The company is also working towards
settling defect claims as soon as possible.

Besides remaining steady in the local market, the developer’s
foray into Melbourne, Australia, shows that it is capable of
conducting projects abroad. Two of its overseas projects,
Conservatory and Aurora in Melbourne, will be completed
soon.

While Johor remains a challenge, Anwar Syahrin still believes
in the state’s potential. UEM Sunrise will continue to develop
its land bank there, but it will be done selectively, he says.
For now, the focus will be on areas like Iskandar Puteri, Puteri
Harbour and Gerbang Nusajaya.

The company has, once again, made it into the top
developers’ ranking in The Edge Malaysia Property Excellence
Awards. While Anwar Syahrin received The Edge Malaysia
Outstanding Property CEO Award 2018, he commented that
the award is also an acknowledgment of the changes that
are taking place in the company which is driven by the staff.
He sees the recognition as motivation for the company to do
more and not be complacent.

Last year was significant for the developer, with Iskandar
Puteri in Johor achieving city status in November. As the
master developer, Anwar Syahrin says the company cannot
be prouder of this achievement. Property sales for the first
half of this year amounted to RM663.8 million, 69% higher
than the same period last year and the company is on track
to meet its sales target of RM1.2 billion.
The southern region contributed 27%, largely from Serimbun,
Estuari Gardens and Denai Nusantara. Some 45% was
contributed by projects in the central region — mainly
Residensi Solaris Parq, Kondominium Kiara Kasih and
Symphony Hills.

While the property development industry is competitive and
he has to do a lot of travelling and working late, he is grateful
for the support of his wife and four children, which makes it
possible for him to focus on his work. He makes it a habit to
have dinner with his family at least four nights a week, as well
as to visit his mother and in-laws once a week.
This article is an extraction of two articles published by The
Edge, titled “Laying Strong Foundations” and “Focusing on
the Customer Experience” both dated on 5 November 2018.
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Creative Touch of Life
at Horizon Hills
With so many attributes in the development, the percipient could keep extolling
the virtues of Horizon Hills. It is exemplary of what an idyllic residential resort
ought to be: it is a gated, low density development with a private 18-hole Par
72 designer golf course with waterways, theme parks and forest reserve at
the doorstep, with designer homes spread over an extensive 1,200 acres. It is
sometimes forgotten that the measure of success lies with residents living in it.

C

ynthia Lee is part of a family
of five living in a purposebuilt
semi-detached house
in Horizon Hills. Cynthia’s father is a
contractor and her brother who was
trained in Taiwan Business School
works with him and lives in the same
house, while mum is a housewife.
Cynthia’s husband, Lam Gar Jun lives
with the family and commutes daily to
Singapore to work in a French-based IT
company producing gaming software.
It is a family that has the best of both
worlds, living in a new twenty-first
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century paradise while having options
to work in one of Asia’s foremost
metropolis, Singapore or, to work in the
planned townships in Johor.
Cynthia’s natural creative spark comes
across in her persona and what she
does in much of her life. Born and raised
in Johor Bahru, Cynthia spent a large
chunk of her adult life in Singapore. She
graduated from La Salle, Singapore as
an Interior Designer and worked in the
city state for seven years, and currently
holds a Singapore PR status. She now
prefers life in Iskandar Puteri, living at her
own pace unlike the long, hectic working
hours in Singapore, yet Iskandar Puteri
is a place which she describes as having
full twenty-first century amenities and
excellent infrastructure.
She sometimes invites her friends
to Iskandar Puteri to experience the
lifestyle and to show what the township
has to offer. She said her family feels
that the quality of UEM Sunrise’s
products are consistently good and the
houses are well designed, with good
investment value.
She currently works on interior
design
projects-related
residential
developments. Her taste and abilities
are demonstrated in what she did in her
own home for her family. The modern
yet homey interior demonstrates her
natural abilities to make scaled spaces

seem larger, yet warm and tactile. The
modernity of her work is characterised
by the simple, uncluttered lines and the
controlled use of colours.
Black, brown and grey are her dominant
colours, without ornaments to adorn the
spaces. The texture and tonality provide
the narrative of the designs, tempered
to fit with the personalities of the users.
For example, grey and black dominate
her brother’s room bringing masculinity
to the front, while her own room is
predominantly beige and brown,
accentuating warmth and tactility. Her
minimalist designed living room and
kitchen follows the same theme as the
rest of the rooms.
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Cynthia also owns Cynbolic Nail Bar
at Eco Botanic in Iskandar Puteri that
provides manicure/pedicure and spa
services. The outlet is founded on the
belief that relaxation and nail beauty
services can coexist: “We take a lot of
pride in the space that we create to
provide a therapeutic atmosphere”.

Like her other interiors, Cynbolic Nail
Bar is a mix of tactility and austere
modernity, with the use of timber to
provide warm tonality and sensuality.
The outlet was set up just two years ago
and is a mere 10 minutes drive from
Horizon Hills where she lives.
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Arcoris – Emblem of an
Investment Lifestyle
Some people just have the knack of getting their investments right while others
may flounder. Back in 1999 when Connie Wong first purchased a condominium unit
at Mont’Kiara Astana, the resort-like condominium felt like a good investment; later
she went on to purchase a unit at Damai in 2004 which had a Balinese theme. All
these investments were UEM Sunrise’s projects.

O

n one of her frequent trips to
London, she visited Kew Gardens
and overheard a conversation
between locals who were very excited
about their visit to Mont’Kiara in Kuala
Lumpur. She said, “it confirmed that my
vision to continue to invest in Mont’Kiara
is right”.
In 2008, she moved to her own office
suite at Solaris Mont’Kiara, running
financial planning services. She thought
that it was the most ideal location for
clients to drop by, “thanks to the advice
of Dato’ Michael Yam”. She said, “I
thought my last purchase is the Retail in
Publika. But thanks to Raymond Cheah,
and my daughters, at the Arcoris new
launch, I was reminded of my passion for
property at Mont’Kiara”.
Connie added, “Mei Li commented
that there were not many penthouses
in the mixed development. With the
enthusiasm of both Mei Li and Mei Chern,
I agreed to share the purchase of this
unique and Special Edition Penthouse.
When the S & P (Sales and Purchase
Agreement) was signed, I already felt
the excitement”.
She continued, “When the product was
delivered to us early this year, there
was some disappointment, as I am not
used to the size, it was a challenge as all
my past condos are very different from
this one. But (it worked well in the end)
thanks to Mr. Liong and his development
teams, together with our appointed
interior designer, Ms. Jean. She helped
to provide 3D visuals for us to realise
our vision of a unique and Special
Edition product”.
18
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The alteration included enlarging
the swimming pool and making the
swimming pool deck more useable with
a lounge extension, bringing the pool
closer to the living spaces. An outdoor
shower and a basin with cabinet were
also added at the pool deck, making the
pool a chill and relaxed area to linger
around. The pool, with its connotation of
a resort lifestyle became the main draw
when she rented the penthouse.
When potential tenants viewed the
Arcoris penthouse, they confided in
her that they preferred it over other
condominiums. She felt that the Arcoris
penthouse was special due to the
swimming pool and the surrounding
deck. Especially as her corner unit had
plenty of natural light with a good view
of the Petronas Twin Towers.
The 4,000 sq ft penthouse (including
the pool) is currently rented to an
expatriate.
Arcoris was designed by internationallyrenowned architect Foster & Partners.
Connie Wong is a Tresorian Visionaire,
who is entitled to additional privileges
from UEM Sunrise.
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When Cars Fly

Ever since cars started to replace horses
as the prevalent means of transport for
the individual, the common picture is the
road machine that traverses around on four
wheels, which gets faster and faster over
time. Once seen as a luxury, now every
grown-up owns one. The picture of the car
is the quick, shiny four wheeler that burns
the road.
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A

fter all these years, when cars
first appeared in the 19th century,
have we ever seen one that flew?
Except in the movies of course. So, it
remains with us that cars do not fly and
they stay on the road. How true is that?
The fact is that the first mass producer
of motorcars, Henry Ford as far back
as 1926 envisaged a mass-produced
affordable aeroplane that would be sold
and maintained like an airborne version
of the Model T automobile. He was to
call it ‘sky flivver’. Unfortunately, the
prototype crashed and killed the pilot
and was not heard of since.
Nevertheless, in 1940 Henry Ford
declared, “Mark my words: a combination
of airplane and motorcar is coming.
You may smile, but it will come”. After
decades of intermitent propositions
by various individuals and groups, USbased Terrafugia produced a flying road
prototype, the ‘Terrafugia Transition’,
which first took flight in 2009. It was the
closest thing to Henry Ford’s declaration.

It was in development since 2006.
In 2013, Terrafugia announced the
TF-X, a hybrid/ electric powered tiltrotor vehicle – a flying car that would
have a range of 800km per flight and
batteries are rechargeable by the
engine. Terrafugia said that the TX-F
is expected to hit the market between
2021 and 2025 after another 8 to 12
years of development.
Flying cars are well on the way to
becoming a reality with several
independent developments now taking
place in various parts of the world.
This year in September, Uber’s head
of aviation, Eric Allison announced at a
conference in Tokyo that, “It might be
something that exists in sci-fi fantasies,
but we want to make it real here. These
vehicles are past the research phase and
we’re now at the point where they will
be employed commercially”.

with ‘sound attenuation baffles’ that
direct noise from takeoff and landing
upward into the sky rather than
downward to pedestrians and buildings
below.
Just as it is now, Uber does not own
the cars that make up the ridesharing
network. In 2017, Uber announced
partnerships with Embraer, Bell, Karem,
Pipistrel Vertical Solutions and Aurora
Flight Sciences (owned by Boeing) to
develop the vehicles.
By 2020, Uber plans to run its first test
flights, before rolling out UberAir trials in
2023.
It is worth noting that Geely, the China
company that owns Volvo, Lotus and
49.9% of Proton, bought up Terrafugia in
2017 and promises a flying car in 2019,
bringing forward Terrafugia’s own plans.
Well, so far, Geely has delivered all its
promises.

At the conference, Uber showed off
prospective designs built over highways
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Rome of the East:
The
Manila
through the

LENS
A graduate in philosophy,
politics and economics,
as well as an athlete and
musician. Leon expresses
his unique perception
of the world through
his writing. He believes
that new steps on
untrodden paths unveil
the unchartered waters of
one’s soul.

Virgen del Carmen in San Sebastian Church
26
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W

here else can you get lost in the cobblestones
of a seemingly 18th century European town, with
the sounds of New Orleans jazz coming from a
nearby cafe, hear ancient church bells ring on the stroke of
midday and have lunch in a pristine stone-walled courtyard,
all at one place in Asia? For a city more known for its travel
affordability and shopping malls, Manila, Philippines certainly
has a lot of tantalising textures that are only within the realms
of imagination in the rest of the Asian continent.

Intramuros is a historic fortified complex that is home to some
of Manila’s oldest colonial structures. Built by the Spanish in its
inception, it has also seen the likes of American and Japanese
troops march through its grounds. In the 16th century, it was
home to the actual site of Manila city, whilst the suburbs and
other peripheral areas were known as extramuros, meaning
‘outside the walls’. During the Second World War, the whole
area was reduced to rubble, except for a single church,the
site of my first stop.
Built by the Augustinian Order, San Agustin Church is the oldest
church in the Philippines. Recognised by the government and
UNESCO as a world heritage site, the church has withstood
the full brunt of time and Filipino history. Its massive rustic

Interior of San Sebastian Church
28

façade and its main entrance door adorned with the intricate
details exude its Spanish heritage. Considered as one of few
baroque churches in the Philippines, no visitor could walk
past this sight without being in awe of this antediluvian that
was desecrated by the Japanese in World War Two as a
concentration camp.
Adjacent to the church, San Agustin Museum is a treasury
of a myriad of art pieces. With some the museums rooms
that were previously living quarters of the church friars, the
compound and its impeccable condition does not fail to
immerse visitors to past centuries; echoing in the ancient
hallways are the imagined footsteps of ghosts that revealed to
me there is more than meets the eye in San Agustin. Beyond
the beautiful artefacts that line every corner of the museum is
the preservation of four centuries of legacy of an order of the
ancient Roman Catholic Church. Founded in Italy in the 13th
century, the Augustinians were the first evangelisers to arrive
on the shores of the Philippines from Mexico City (a journey
that would last a whole year).
As I walked out from the entrance, I followed the large and
distinct patinated dome and its four-armed cross that loomed
over Intramuros. Manila Cathedral’s large and distinct dome
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and its clocktower sits in all its ecclesiastical glory; no visitor
passing through Intramuros can miss its unmistakable façade.
And behind the façade, reveals an opulent 18th century
interior. Columns of marble, chandeliers, and statues of saints
as well as four chapels on each side flank the cathedral’s main
auditorium in symmetry. The cathedral’s current grandeur
stands as its eighth manifestation, having been rebuilt exactly
seven times. Its edifice both remarkable and elegant stands as
a symbol of human survival in the face of adversity.
However, what sets the structure apart from its counterparts
is that Manila Cathedral is the Premier Cathedral of the
Philippines as it was the first cathedral in the country. It is the
only one ranked as basilica by Pope John II. Thus, it is also
called the ‘Mother of all Churches’.
Northwest across Old Manila lies San Sebastian – the
Philippines and Asia’s only all-steel Neo-Gothic church. Rebuilt
five times, the church was not spared the catastrophes that
demolished its two counterparts. Emmanuel Luis Romanillos,
in “The Spires of San Sebastian,” (1991) described how the
quakes affected Manila at that time:

completely sank to the ground. A tower of San Agustin Church
in Intramuros cracked. Statues in San Francisco Church near
Puerta del Parian fell to the ground and shattered to pieces”.
And yet: “Strangely, the image of Virgen del Carmen in San
Sebastian Church was left intact”.
San Sebastian is adorned with some of the most beautiful
stained-glass windows in Manila, the church possesses faux
marble on the walls, and faux jasper in the ceiling. Whilst
the twin spires stand tall and grand in the heart of Manila, its
interior was of equal magnitude possessing majestic ceilings,
pillars and chandeliers.
What makes this basilica especially interesting is this: the
church was put together by a consortium that consists of
the French Magin Pers for the basilica’s foundations, British
Frederick Henry Reade Sawyer as its foreman, German studio
Henri Oidtmann for the beautiful stained glass windows,
Chinese craftsmen for the original floors, and Filipino art
students from Academia de Dibujo, Pintura Arte—the
country’s first art school. The basilica was also designated as a
Philippine Historical Landmark in 1973 and a National Cultural
Treasure in 2011 for its value as a work of art and architecture.

“Church bells… eerily tolled by themselves. Paco Church almost

Manila Cathedral
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La Loma Chapel

As I walked around the shrine of Filipino national hero Joze
Rizal, in the north section of Intramuros, inside Fort Santiago,
the spirit of his legacy made me realise that the churches of
Manila stand as a testament to the resilience of the Filipino
people; catastrophes both natural and man embedded
intricately inside the Filipino historical narrative. Dotting the
rest of the landscape of Manila are many other churches that
join in the series of unique churches of Asia.

San Agustin Church
30

Malate Church

Although, the main city is now occupied by some of the poor
and impoverished, it remains to be said that the city has had
its destiny taken away by pivotal and unfortunate points in
history that lies beyond the seclusion of the Walled City.
Despite the current metropolis being a far cry from its golden
era, Intramuros stands upright as an enclave possessing the
city’s most precious gem: the Real Manila.
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Interior of San Agustin Museum

Exterior of San Sebastian Church

Patinated dome of Manila Cathedral
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Gallery Des Artistes
Malaysia

Biggest Art Fair
in Southeast Asia
in its 12th Year

T

he crowd visiting the Art Expo
Malaysia gets bigger every year.
It is regularly held at Matrade
Exhibition & Convention Centre, usually
in October. It had become so popular
with the art connoisseur that this year,
two session were held for the VVIPs on
the opening day – in the afternoon and
again in the evening, each time the halls
were packed with important people,
many of whom were collectors.
As
the
participants
get
more
sophisticated, this year’s event included
lectures and talks to address the
cerebral side of art. The artworks were
represented by galleries or were brought
over by the various embassies. This year,
Japan occupied a large floor space to
state its strong presence. South American
countries were well represented as
were our neighbours Indonesia and the
Philippines. The stars were of course the
artists. Most memorable among them
having their own distinguishable styles.

Jeremi Ca
French artist Jeremi Ca has a style that
creates a perception of digital movement,
with symmetrical bands of colours
that disappear into infinity, leaving the
viewer feel a sense of helplessness as the
colours seemingly fly off in space.
In his “Rainbow City” series, research and
experiment with colour and lines are his
forte and he has tirelessly trained with
ketchup bottles executed with freehand.
This technique is his signature creations.
Tunnel 2
Acrylic on canvas
50 x 100 cm
2018
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Dato’ Sharifah
Fatimah

Asian Art Platform
Singapore

Luo Dan

D

ato’ Sharifah Fatimah’s flowing bright
colours has a matured and confident sense
about them that seemed to have been
achieved over years of concentrated practice.
Clearly the painting was meant to elate, delight
and uplift the spirit, and mainly to be enjoyed,
recalling what Matisse once did under the bright
Mediterranean sun.

Balance Series 2
Bronze painted
100 x 60 x 45
2016

C

hina national, Luo Dan makes
highly sensual and poetic figurative
sculptures that compel the observer
to take another look, for the way light
can slide so lightly on the surface of the
sculptures.

Untitled
Acrylic on canvas
120 x 100 cm
2018

While the sculptures at first appear serene,
they were actually quite tense for the way
each sculpture seem to want to contest
with gravity.
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Segaris Art Center
Malaysia

Zulkifli Yusoff

Z

ulkifi Yusoff, from Kedah is another
Malaysian artist who specialises in
installation art as a medium.

He is well known for his, “Don’t Play
During Maghrib” three-dimensional
installation which was shown at the
Venice Biennale in 1997.
“Don’t Drop the Coin II”, is a collage of
objects on a large canvas comprising
of old coins from various periods
and geographic location placed in
parallel and lengthwise resonating with
historical times.
It is the artist’s observation regarding
the importance of a stable currency, a
universal subject towards a global issue
to maintain a stable economy. It is the
artist’s wish for a nation to achieve
peace and perfection.

Don’t Drop the Coin II
Mixed media
244 x 366 cm (Triptych 3 panels)
2018
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Jalaini
Abu Hassan

J

alaini Abu Hassan, who was born in Selangor,
makes distinguished portraits that nearly
always carry a private message, sometimes
dangerously political but always intriguing and
skillfully painted.
The confidence in the portraits come across
uniquely after years of having attained mastery of
the human countenance. In some of his later works,
his palette includes the use of bitumen mixed with
other media.
Senyum Biru Muda
Bitumen, fabric dye &
printing ink on canvas
152 x 152 cm
2018

Gallerie TAKSU
Malaysia

Anton
Subiyanto

I

ndonesian Anton Subiyanto’s style
could possibly be traced to the later
Picasso, such as the ‘Crying Woman’
and ‘Guernica’.
Like Picasso, strong figurative metaphors
were used to depict circumstances and
events.
No one could possibly be as emotively
powerful as Picasso again, so Subiyanto’s
work settled on a mood that is far more
serene; yet surreal and even mystical.

Yogurt Girl
Acrylic on canvas
150 x 200 cm
2018
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CUC Gallery,
Vietnam

Nguyen Son

N

guyen Son, born in 1974 is from Hanoi,
Vietnam. He produces paradoxical
sculptures.

“Do Not Go Gentle Into That Good Night” is not
intended to be beautiful, yet the translucent
resins were visually nuanced by directed light.
The sculpture is about his human relationship,
his investigation of lives, its changing moments
and memories frozen in time.

Do Not Go Gentle
Into That Good Night
Old book, glass, resin
epoxy, acrylic,
silver, wood
136 x 60 x 70 cm
2018
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Fauzul Yusri

F

auzul Yusri hails from Kedah and
his recent work, “Genting”, reveals
inprints produced on solid ground,
(road in Genting Highlands). Layering
effects of plaster with patterns and textures
applied in broad strokes overdrawn with
charcoal and pencil. Fauzul leads us to
the soul of his work and “Genting” is
somewhere between subject and self.
As Fauzul explained in a recent
conversation, “my previous work Guris is
about lines, Raw is about a process, Play is
about layers, and Ground is about surface.
Referring to exhibitions that span the last
five years, materiality is the consistent
thread to finding new expression and
meaning in his art”.
Genting
Acrylic on canvas
183 x 153cm
2014

Thidarat
Chantachua

S.A.C. Gallery
Thailand

A

s a Muslim from Thailand, Thidarat Chantachua‘s
geometrically patterned paintings reflect both
her religious background and the country she
originates from. Islamic art is traditionally geometric yet
there is a contemplative, serene quality of the work that
is also somewhat Thai. Most of the geometric patterns
emerge from a dark background that connotes sadness,
or perhaps they tell of a dark world in which we live.
The figures in her paintings are made up of geometry
and are suggestive, avoiding literal images that
are literally forbidden in Islamic doctrine; because
narratives and spaces are created out of geometrical
compositions, a distinguishable style has emerged
which is identifiably hers.

Ponder
Embroidery and acrylic on fabric
40 x 50cm
2018

Chantachua does not say very much about her works,
but would serve tea to the audience so that they would
sit and spend time contemplating over the works while
they sip tea.
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Shan Shan Lim’s love and passion for the arts
and fashion begun as she was a young child; her
artist soul cultivated in a quaint village along
the foothills of the Himalayas. Everyday, as she
pondered on the secrets of the ancient mountains,
her inner world grew as in reflection of the voices
of the gargantuan entities; and those secrets were
revealed to her in the humble local khadi cloth.
Inspired by Mahatma Gandhi’s heroic endeavor to
encourage the local Indian people to weave their
own cloth; the inspiration she found in the unity
of people in a cloth propelled Shan Shan Lim to
pursue textile design in London, England.

derived from Alicia Galer’s gathered imagery
was the catalyst for the ‘d.d collective’ Fall 2018
collection. As in the case for this collection, her
inspirations were instrumental in its successful
inception.

Her inspirations did not end there, every element of
an idea has been extracted from her travels around
the world. As it was when the expressionism art

In addition, the ‘d.d collective’ x Shan Shan Lim
series features hand-painted floral separates
that is brought to life in a vibrant colour palette

The collaboration presents a capsule of ready-towear pieces in five exclusively designed prints. For
each print, it features a series of nature-inspired
motifs and abstract shapes that were drawn from
Shan Shan Lim’s sketches and paintings of the
everyday surroundings during her travels around
the corners of the world.
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that encompasses warm and cool
vibes. Splashes of blue and teal green
complemented by pinks and reds
weaved into feminine details such as
ruffled sleeves, ribbon lacing and flared
hems.
As for ‘d.d collective’, it is a brand of
forward, contemporary styles for women.
‘d.d collective’ is a ready-to-wear label
birthed in the center of Kuala Lumpur.
Seeking inspiration globally, the brand
believes that it all begins with textiles,
and seeks fabrications across Europe

and Asia, to provide unique parables
for the wearer. They are available at
Bangsar Village II, Publika Shopping
Gallery, Empire Shopping Gallery,
Robinsons, Shoppes at Four Seasons
Place Kuala Lumpur; and in Singapore,
Robinsons The Heeren and Robinsons
Raffles City.
The Collection is now available in stores
and online at dd-collective.com
d.d Collective
46, Publika Dutamas,
1, Jalan Dutamas 1, Kuala Lumpur.
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SISTERS’ ACT
Shentel and Elizabeth Lee – the duo
de force of Bowerhaus – on the art of
juggling their multiple life roles

A

Bowerhaus Hotel. That would be the ultimate dream
project for sisters Shentel and Elizabeth Lee – the
dynamic duo behind Bowerhaus.

According to Shentel, they know their brand DNA so well,
they’d be able to fill in all the details necessary in establishing a
branded space. “Think pearl chandeliers, light grey parquetry
flooring and lots of wooden wall paneling. Cream linen sheets
and a gift shop filled with worldly treats”.
Attributing the sisters’ early exposure to their travels around
the world as the source of inspiration for their beautiful
jewellery creations and business, Shentel says, “Both our
parents are keen explorers and we have inherited their love
to go beyond and hunt for the unknown. For us, creativity is
sparked by the most random things, and it is our extensive
travels that expose us to such unique and different sights.
“We bring those experiences and memories back and
subconsciously, they seem to inspire us continuously.
These influences are evident in our work. For example, our
latest Castaway collection was inspired by oyster nets. It’s
something integral to the production of pearls so it was lovely
to be able to take something so large and scale it down to
miniature size. The production process was one of the hardest
things we have ever achieved yet we succeeded thanks to our
Bowerhaus workshop team who are so dedicated and keen
to try new techniques. The great response for the Castaway
collection makes it all worth while”.

WOMEN CAN’T HAVE IT ALL
Refreshingly, Shentel and Elizabeth Lee do not believe
women can have it all. As daughters, sisters, wives, mothers
and business owners, both of them admit juggling so many
hats is no easy feat.
Shentel says: “When you are slaving hard at work, at some
point you will be falling behind as a parent at home. We have
40

missed significant milestones despite us wishing we never
had to, but as business owners the responsibilities never stop.
We know first-hand the daily battles of trying to have it all and
the insane amount of pressure society and social media put
on women and men. Not only are we suppose to be loving our
jobs and children but we are sadly in a world that judges our
physical characteristics harshly.
“We are glad we were raised in the pre-social media era, in
a world where just being present and enjoying the smaller
things in life were the main focus. What we do believe is
we have more choices to be who we want to be in today’s
society. We have a stronger voice now. If we can’t have it all,
we can be grateful of the fact that at least we have tried and
given it a go”.
“The strongest thing anyone who is trying to juggle it all but
is not coping is being able to step back and say ‘I cannot do
it all’. You need to say ‘no’. Both of us have learnt saying ‘no’
is the key to being able to juggle the role of daughter, wife,
mother and entrepreneur”.
As for young women thinking of starting up their own business,
Shentel believes it is better to start small than to do nothing
at all. “We strongly believe the act of starting is probably the
hardest thing to do. It will never be perfect, and once you get
over and accept that, being small actually has its advantages
like being able to adapt and change quickly. In time, you will
be able to make a name for yourself”.
She warns that being a business owner is not a glamorous job.
“Not everyone is cut out to be an entrepreneur. You have to
be mentally strong and be prepared to deal with failures. Our
top advice is do not quit your day job as you need income to
start a business because to make money, you need money.
It may sound stupid but not all of us have investors or trust
funds to bank on. Be careful with your money and always get
multiple quotes. Listen and take advice from people you look
up to. Lastly, when you make a mistake, be the first to own up
to it, learn from it and move on”.
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FAMILY FIRST
For the Lee sisters, becoming mothers
together has definitely been the
most significant milestone for them,
personally and professionally.
“We not only changed as designers
but as business owners. Our mindset
completely shifted. We don’t even know
who we were prior to our children.
Things that used to seem so complicated
and tough is nothing compared to
parenthood. You can say children
toughen us up, and being parents has
brought us closer as sisters and to all
the people who work in the Bowerhaus
family, from sales and brand managers
to those involved in online logistics. We
become a stronger work family after
we had kids. Now, 80 percent of our
workforce are women. The majority
comprises working mothers and it is only
after having kids we realised how hard it
is to be a woman in the workforce with
children. We definitely became a much
more flexible company and it has made
our team stronger”.
Beyond the business, Shentel and
Elizabeth are definitely sisters who can
forget about the world around them
when they are together.
“Our relationship is ‘very close’ with
tight-knit. If you have to label our roles,
I’m the more dominant, almost motherly
character to Elizabeth’s fun, creative
and fun spirit. There is yin-yang at play
with us and it makes people laugh at
how open and honest we are. We love
to make fun of each other, and we do
so with great humor. We share a very
protective love for each other and we
always go above the call of duty if ever
one of us is in need”.
“There is not a day when we do not talk
to each other; we finish each other’s
sentences and often hang up in midsentence if one of us has to deal with a
crying child. We quarrel as most siblings
do but we also forgive and move on at
lightning speed. What binds us is our
love for our family and friends, it is the
most important thing to us. At the end
of the day, you are who you surround
yourself with and for us having that
human connection with people who
raise and hold you up is everything”.
41
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HEAD TURNERS

42

U Living ◆ GLITZ

ABOVE THE REST
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Stand out and apart from
the festive party crowd with
Sereni & Shentel headbands

Handmade with love and fashionable
finesse by the artisan team at Sereni &
Shentel in Borneo, the pretty, whimsical
headbands by best friends Sereni
Linggi and Shentel Lee have turned
heads in American hit TV shows like
Gossip Girl and Desperate Housewives,
and countless magazine spreads:
from Singapore Tatler to Bride-to-Be
Australia.
The brand was founded in 2009, after
Sereni and Shentel used their own
ingenuity to create eye-catching Lady
Gaga-style bow headbands using
ribbons and rhinestones for a concert
outing in Singapore. Interest in Sereni
& Shentel headbands grew instantly
once a picture of Shentel wearing the
head-turning headband appeared in
Singapore newspapers and another of
Sereni donning their creative handiwork
was published in a regional magazine.
As the momentum picked up, the two
accidental headband designers found
their online store swamped by orders.
Today, Sereni & Shentel has a dedicated
team of artisans who produce a wide
range of pretty, whimsical headbands
for adults, children and tiny tots to suit
any occasion.

44

U Living ◆ GLITZ

For the coming Yuletide season, Sereni
& Shentel jazzes up the party wardrobe
with the Merry & Bright collection
featuring the Kuching Cat Tulle and S&S
Party Headbands, S&S Tiara Set, S&S
French Bow Bands, and Kids’ Eton Black
& White Stripes Bow Tie among others.
In addition to the brand’s core range of
lovingly handstitched bejewelled pieces
to pearl-encrusted bridal tiaras and
demure Lolita-esque bows for women,
Sereni and Shentel have expanded to
designing and fashioning hand-sewn
buttonaires and bow ties for men, and
beribboned bow clips, comfy stretch
bands and cute bunny ears for toddlers
and babies.
Occasionally, the dynamic duo will
conjure
up
quirky
t-shirts
and
merchandise, flirty dresses and flouncy
crop tops for their online and brick-andmortar store, The Playground Borneo at
Publika. Creative collaborations with
distinguished personalities like YAM
Tengku Zatashah, Royal Patron of MakeA-Wish Malaysia and Dato’ Vivy Yusof of
The dUCk Group also help to raise the
Sereni & Shentel brand profile and
amplify its shine on the trendsetting
forefront.
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LUSTROUS
PEARL-FECTION
The Castaway collection
from Bowerhaus has made
a big splash among fans of
fine accessories

D

elicate and intricately woven,
the oyster nets used in the
harvesting of Bowerhaus’ ‘rebel’
freshwater pearls out at sea were the
core inspiration behind the brand’s
latest Castaway collection.
Modelled by Danielle Graham, the
cachet of Castaway bracelets, necklaces
and earrings feature large and small
baroque freshwater pearls, rock crystals
and hematite stones carefully hand
knotted with adjustable waxed cord
using traditional Macramé techniques.
Light as a feather, the Castaway earrings
available in tan, navy and grey are perfect
for jazzing up your party looks. Want
extra lustre? Team it with a Castaway
pearl and crystal necklace or a Castaway
crystal pendant tassel necklace or layer
on floaty pearls by the line in addition to
a dainty Castaway bracelet.
It is the natural and ‘free-form’ shape of
the pearls that makes each Castaway
jewellery creation distinctly unique and
unconventional.
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BIRDS OF A FEATHER
Shentel and Elizabeth Lee reveal their label Bowerhaus is
named after the Australian bower birds. The male bower
bird’s penchant for collecting shells, leaves, flowers, stones
and even coins for its dwelling in its bid to attract a mate is
similar to the Lee sisters’ passion for hunting and collecting
beautiful trinkets on their travel around the world.
Established in December 2010, the initial collections from
Bowerhaus were inspired by their father’s vintage coins and
their mother’s pearls. Working with a team of artisans in
Borneo, old world charm and understated confidence are the
hallmarks of Bowerhaus.

The Playground Borneo,
Lot 57/G2, Publika,
Kuala Lumpur.
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SEAFOOD’S
SHELL

Casual, fun and hands-on Cajun-style.

W

ant a surefire way of getting
family and friends to put
away their smartphones and

interact with each other over a good
meal? A seafood eating session at Shell
Out is just the trick.
Established in 2013 by husband and
wife team Derick Yap and Candy Kwok,
Shell Out’s laidback yet fun Cajun-style
seafood dining concept has won the
hearts, minds and stomachs of seafood
lovers in Malaysia and Taiwan.
The founders of Shell Out hit on
the idea of opening a casual Cajunstyle seafood restaurant when they
returned to Malaysia and discovered a
dearth of local restaurants with good

Shell Out gives top priority to customer

customer service. Determined to raise

satisfaction with quality food coupled

the service standard bar through their

with friendly and efficient service in a

maiden restaurant venture, they ensure

welcoming environment.
At Shell Out, diners are expected to
get their hands dirty as they dig into
the delicious bounties of prawns, crabs,
crawfish, lobsters, clams and mussels.
No cutlery and tableware are provided
although they are available on request.
The novelty lies in the presentation
where the freshly cooked seafood is
served straight onto paper-lined tables.
Convivial conversation and laughter
invariably ensue as diners throw caution
to the wind and get down to tackling the
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seafood with their bare hands. Should

Out’s quirky seafood dining concept has

you prefer to avoid the hassle of shelling,

successfully reeled in shoals of seafood

the friendly service team will readily

enthusiasts across six outlets in Malaysia

step in to help you out. To date, Shell

and one in Taiwan.
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SO SYIOK AT
OUT

Seafood dining concept reels in the crowd

Prefer something zingier? Then set
your tastebuds tingling with Bamboo
Clams in tantalising Black Pepper Sauce.
Another notable speciality is Crawfish
with Lemon Pepper Sauce — inherently
sea-sweet crawfish suffused in lemony
and peppery accents to make your
palate sing.
For those who want great flavour minus
the burn, Butter Garlic Prawns with
Broccoli and Corn would be ideal as the
buttery-garlicky sauce enhances the
crustaceans’ natural sweetness without
any cloying aftertaste.
Curry and Black Pepper you want to go
with it. The desired spiciness can also be

The seafood at Shell Out are charged at

customised to mild, medium or OMG level.

prevailing market prices but good value
combo deals are available. Delicious

The show-stopping whole King Crab

appetisers such as sweet potato fries,

cooked in medium-level Shell Bang

deep-fried chicken wings and creamy

Sauce will wow you with its bold and

mushroom soup are also on the menu.

punchy fusion of lemon pepper and
butter garlic flavours. Likewise, curry
lovers will find finger-licking goodness

Shell Out, Publika
A2-G2-1, Solaris Dutamas,
No.1, Jalan Dutamas, Kuala Lumpur.

when the aromatic Curry-Curry Sauce is
used to cook clams.

Once you have chosen your preferred
seafood, you’ll have to decide which
of the five signature sauces: Butter
Garlic, Lemon Pepper, Shell Bang, Curry49
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HOME OF GOOD
COMFORT FOOD
Foodies, friends and families find
soulful nourishment at the bosom of this
homegrown restaurant.

“I

nspired by memories shared
over family meals, we believe in
building relationships through

food, thus to eat is to love”.
It’s the recipe of success that has kept
Ben’s ahead of the competitive F&B
game from day one. A cherished home
to food lovers who beat a path to its
doors for premium house-roasted coffee
and scrumptious cakes, big family gettogethers or relaxing weekend brunches,
Ben’s at Publika is modelled after a
sophisticated

Manhattan

townhouse.

White and yellow hues add pops of
colour inside the tastefully furnished and
understated restaurant, complete with a
loft-like space tucked away upstairs and
a canopied al fresco patio teeming with

Staying true to its core value of building

verdant greenery.

relationships through food in a cosy
and welcoming environment, the menu
at Ben’s is rooted in familial, comfort
food like Ben’s Nasi Lemak (RM32++)
with chicken rendang & squid sambal,
Dad’s Curry Laksa (RM28++), Nasi Ulam
with Ayam Percik (RM33++) and Fish &
Chippies (RM38++).
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Sweet-toothed dessert enthusiasts can
definitely have their cake and eat it too
at Ben’s. The irresistible array ranges
from regular mainstays: Coconut Cake
(RM15++) – delicate sponge cake with
fresh coconut, cream and coconut
flakes, gluten-free Flourless Orange
Cake topped with pistachios and rose
petals,

Salted

Cheesecake

Caramel

(RM18++)

Macadamia
with

whole

candied macadamias and Strawberry
Charcoal Pavlova (RM25++), to special
creations such as Lemon Blueberry
Cake, Sticky Date Coconut Pudding with
caramel coconut topping and Apple &
Olive Oil Cake.
More

inventive

East-meets-West

Wallet-friendly deals like the Express

choices include Golden Soft Shell Crab

Set

Spaghettini (RM38++) spiced up with

RM35++ for 3-course) and Coffee &

curry leaves and bird’s eye chillies, Pad

Cake promotion (RM10++) on Monday,

Thai Seafood Linguine (RM36++), and

Thursday and Saturday (from 6pm

Thai Roast Beef Salad (RM36++) with

onwards) mean one doesn’t have to

mangoes, water apples and toasted

break the bank to enjoy the good food

coconut in Thai chilli dressing.

at Ben’s.

Lunch

(RM28++

for

2-course,

You can even be a do-gooder by
ordering the house Lemonaid in which
RM2 from every glass of lemonade sold
gets donated to Yayasan Chow Kit, a
non-profit organisation catering to the
needs of underprivileged children in the
Chow Kit Road area.
Ben’s
Lot 37A & 37B, Level G2
Publika Solaris Dutamas
No.1, Jalan Dutamas 1
Solaris Dutamas Kuala Lumpur
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Joking Me
To Death

Our liaison Anton Lim was all smiles and
assurance as he spoke to us about what
exactly is the ‘Joke Factory’. But even
before the formalities were all made, the
adornment of small comical statues of
a famous Malaysian comedian provoked
intimations of the place’s origins. Anton,
not only the brother-in-law of a certain
famous comedian, is the ‘Special Branch
Officer’; he’s not a political espion, but
does pledge allegiance to anything
hilarious.

T

he place really is a convergence of two distinct sections,
one side holds the name “Jok & Lok” that has a bar and
restaurant that offers an extensive menu that includes

a list of comically named burgers. We were introduced to
three burgers, all having their own distinct character:- Sloppy
Harith’s, Buffalo Soldier Chicken, and Balsamic Baller. We
were fooled by the regular sized burgers, as we felt quite full
after our meal.
As I sipped on my caramel latte, Anton told us about the
events that are held on the other side of the door, opposite
our table. “The Joke Factory”, he proudly explains, “Has a
variety of intricately planned events throughout every week.
On Tuesdays, we have the cleverly named event, ‘One Mic
Stand’, a platform for new stand-up comedians to test out
their mettle. On Wednesdays, we have improve night, called
‘MAKING S#IT UP!”. Thursdays are for themed nights and
for other stand-up acts in Mandarin, Tamil and Malay. On the
other hand, Fridays and Saturdays are for the headliners and
highlights of the week and month, with guest features of the
likes of reputed comedians like Gurmit Singh from Singapore
and Paul Ogata from the USA. And on Sundays, Harith
conducts workshop bootcamps to build on-stage prowess
and creativity for kids”.
Although they are several comedy houses across the city, the
‘Joke Factory’ is a one of its kind, there is no place where you
can come in have your dinner, go in and watch a show while
being served scrumptious finger foods and then end your
night with a tasteful drink from the bar as you chat away to
your mates before going home. Alternatively, if you’re in it just
for the food or looking for a place to eat with your colleagues,
the restaurant is happy to serve you during lunchtime as well!
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Furthermore, they also hold special deals, where one spends only
RM150 and be able to attend any seven shows with no time limit
(multi visit pass) that they hold throughout the week. The card is
non-refundable and it is only one person per ticket. For star of the
month shows, however, purchasers will need to top up an additional
RM50. On the other hand, the venue is also available for people
looking to rent the space to conduct events, such as corporate
trainings and team-building workshops.
Speaking to Harith Iskandar after the show, he emphasised that
he and his co-founder, also his wife, Dr. Jezamine Lim, created this
center in order to generate a special experience for customers.
The show that night was a stunner, with a line-up of 10 comedians
vying to get the loudest cheers and claps would earn the chance to
open at Harith’s show the following week; the loudest applause was
measured by a decibel counter. It was a show that also signalled
that the Joke Factory is a place of sanctuary for artistic expression;
discourse was no holds barred in the name of art. In every way, the
‘The Joke Factory’ holds true to its name, churning out relentless
bombardments of jokes. Good jokes can really hold someone by the
neck, and there certainly were moments where I thought that I was
being joked to death.
To book tickets or for enquiries, visit www.thejokefactory.com.my

“

I want this place to be a nucleus for all things comedy and other
performing arts. People are becoming more accustomed to the
arts, and places such as KL and Penang are seeing a movement
of artistic expression that was not existent before here, Thus,
with my weekend workshops, I’m also striving to give back by
enriching a new generation of performing artists”.
		—Harith Iskander

The Joke Factory Publika, 27, Level G3, Block C5, Jalan Dutamas 1,
Solaris Mont’Kiara, 50480 Kuala Lumpur.

53

U Living ◆ WHIRLWIND

Extravagant Opening at Stylo
Gentlemen’s Weekend

Puteri Harbour, UEM Sunrise’s flagship
development for the new regional city
of Iskandar Puteri, was at the centre of
attention, as it was the site of the grand
opening of Stylo Gentlemen. Usually
a pristine marina sight, Puteri Harbour
was put into her best dinner gown, as it
was transformed into a fashion runway
shimmering with glitz and glam.
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T

he event ran from October 26 to 28, featuring a range
of ‘big boy’s toys’ from sea planes, luxury yachts, super
cars, classic cars, and superbikes; as well as a lineup of Gentlemen’s lifestyle brands, such as men’s fashion,
accessories, and many more.
“This is the first time STYLO International organises STYLO
Gentlemen’s Weekend and a fashion show in this part of the
city, Iskandar Puteri, Johor. Puteri Harbour was chosen because
of its strategic and convenient location across Singapore.
UEM Sunrise was the key partner and venue sponsor.
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“It is a good headstart for STYLO because we
intend to make STYLO Gentlemen’s Weekend
an iconic event and boost the potential and
marketability of Puteri Harbour as a tourism
destination”, said Datuk Nancy Yeoh-Reissiger,
Founder and CEO of STYLO International in
her welcome speech.
On the first day, Rolls-Royce took the spotlight
as they debuted their Black Badge range. The
alter ego of the brand that is: edgier, darker,
more assertive, bolder and more powerful.
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars being the world’s
leading luxury house, producing highly
bespoke cars. These super luxury motorcars
are hand-built in West Sussex, England.
On the next day, the Grand Opening was
celebrated with the grandstanding of two
fashion shows: “Gentlemen of the World”
by Habitat of Man, and “Saloma meets Suzie
Wong”, by a bevy of beauty queens.
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Founder of Bon Zainal menswear and President of Bumiputra
Designer Association (BDA), said, “Our ‘Gentlemen of the
World’ show will be unique because it showcases a wide
range of men’s fashion from rugged gear, suits, resort wear,
and batik by the people in the industry, apart from the male
models. The show is meant to support and uplift our local
designer brands to the international platform. They include
Bon Zainal, Style Soldiers, Tarik Jeans, Rasta Batik, Carro,
Amiq, Absolute Opulence, Benua, Gavroche, Havana Club,
Kronoz Jeans, and Kompound Goods”.
A stunning addition to the event was highlighted by “Saloma
meets Suzie Wong” featuring over 40 beauty queens namely
from STYLO Style Icon awardees, Miss Malaysia Kebaya, Mrs.
Malaysia Tourism Queen, Miss Tourism Queen International,
Mrs. Malaysia Superstar along with other beauty pageants.
Coutured hairstyles and shimmering dresses, the beauty
queens certainly succeeded in bringing back the 60’s. Donning
the MOD House designer wear, by KL Ho, they walked the
runaway with poise and grace.
Making a debut at the 2018 New York Couture Fashion week,
KL Ho presented a collection old Asian-inspired designs on
the runway that wowed guests. Classic qipao embellished
with songket fabric and peranakan motifs gave the designs
added class. The more contemporary creations featured
elegant ruffles, chic cuts, exquisite detailings perfect for high
society functions.
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In addition, there were singing
performances given by United Kingdom
supermodel, Sydney Jo Jackson with
her smashing hit, “Boogaloo” and Mrs.
Asia International All Nation 2017, Chill
Cha with her mellifluous rendition of the
famous “Shanghai Bund” tune.
On the other hand, another player that
also made their presence known was
the USA-based International Seakeepers
Society in Puteri Harbour. Malaysia is the
second office of the society in Asia after
Singapore. With over 600 members
worldwide,
the
society
includes
corporate captains and celebrities such
as James Cameron, the late Paul Allen
and Mikhail Gorbachev. According to
Julian Chang, Board member and Asia
President of International Seakeepers
Society, “We support marine science
and conservation by utilising yachts for
research, educational outreach, and for
deploying oceanographic instruments”.
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During the event, the society brought
along nine scientists to participate in
a forum on the health of the world’s
oceans and climate, raising awareness
about the issues our oceans face.
Moreover, Pen Marine made their impact
felt at STYLO Gentlemen’s Weekend,
when they displayed their Princess
range such as the F class and the M
class. Speaking to Oh Kean Shen, the
Managing Director of Pen Marine, he
stated, “There is a conducive boating
market here in Iskandar Puteri. As Johor,
is situated strategically along the
Malaccan strait where one can access
Singapore and Melaka. Most of our
buyers that contribute to the Malaysian
boating culture have a high expendable
income as our boats start from a price of
RM3 million”. Founded in 1965, Princess
crafts their yachts in Plymouth, England;
the site of rich British maritime heritage.
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Magical Moscow Circus

The renowned Moscow Circus has arrived at Iskandar Puteri as part of
its whirlwind tour around the country. Its Big Top has been set up at the
beautiful Puteri Harbour, amidst a chain of family-friendly attractions
including Sanrio Hello Kitty Town, Thomas Town and Legoland. The circus
is in town between 20 November and 1 January 2019.
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T

hanks to a collaboration with

For over 100 years, Russian circus acts

Audience are treated to amazing human

official

venue

UEM

have been universally acknowledged to

feats from high octane roller skaters, a

Sunrise,

the

Circus

be the world’s pinnacle of circus arts. The

mesmerizing

at Iskandar Puteri will be the main

performers for this tour were specially

high wire walkers and mind-boggling

attraction of this year’s Iskarnival, the

handpicked from two of the best

illusionists. The whole show has the

popular annual Johor-based arts and

and most well-known circus companes

colourful presence of the circus’ own

culture carnival organised by UEM

– the Bolshoi Circus and the Nikulin

clown and its very own Ringmistress,

Sunrise.

Moscow Circus.

the enchanting Karina Peace.
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purchase of four tickets or more (Rear

themoscowcircus.com.my.

more
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www.

Bench or Rear Seat categories only) at
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Dato’ Jaafar’s
Neo-Elizabethan Home

D

uring the second half of the
nineteenth century, the royal
court of Johor was the local
seat of power while the land was under
British rule, as were the rest of Malaya.
To the minds of its subjects, the best
things came from the centre of that
empire, and if one were to build the
grandest house in Johor, where else
but Britain would provide the source
of inspiration.
When Dato’ Jaafar Haji Mohamed who
was the first Chief Minister of Johor
accompanied His Royal Highness
Sultan Abu Bakar on one of several
visits to Europe and to Britain in 1866,
he was attracted to Hardwick Hall, a
sixteenth century Elizabethan building
located in Derbyshire, England.
Dato’ Jaafar’s house on a 100acre site at Bukit Senyum in Johor,
which was completed in 1896 for
his extended family and retainers,
replicated Hardwick Hall in form and
proportion. It was however nuanced
in its fenestration which included
more pronounced copings over the
windows to mitigate the tropical rain
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and sun, as well as a prominent roof to
discharge rainwater.
Inside, Dato’ Jaafar’s building has a
distinguishable local manner to it,
particularly in the plasterwork and
timber details, likewise found in other
Malayan buildings built around the
period, especially the mansions and
shophouses, which were the work of
Chinese builders who originated from
the coastal cities of China.
The building garnered a colourful
history over the years: it was at first
taken over by the Johor government
in 1920 after Dato’ Jaafar died in 1919,
and the house was abandoned until
the Japanese occupation in 1942.
After the war, the British administration
used the building, to be followed by
the Forest Police force during the
period of Communist insurgency.
The building then became vacant until
1958 when it was used as a dormitory
and classrooms for the first Language
Teaching College. When the college
moved to Kuala Lumpur a year later,

the Social Welfare Office took over
and used it for adult learning class
and the Community Development
Department (KEMAS).
When KEMAS moved out, the Johor
government retrieved the building
to convert it to the Johor Museum,
but due to delays, the Public Works
Department occupied it until 1990.
It was then occupied by the Johor
Heritage Foundation until 1996. It was
renovated in 2011 to be used as the
Johor Figure Museum under the Johor
Heritage Foundation, which it still
is today.
The stately and distinguished building
is a Johorean landmark, which is
rightfully preserved as a historical
milestone. It also speaks about
Johorean pride over its historical
heritage. While its exterior is markedly
Elizabethan, its interior showcases
Roman, Chinese and Malay inspired
element visible on the decorative
pillars, stair carvings, murals as well as
in the design of doors, windows and
louvres.
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Dato’ Jaafar’s house has a small raised
cupola on the roof to dissipate heat and
allow some light into the central space.
Ingeniously, a chime was placed inside
the cupola from whence the sound would
reverberate throughout the common
areas to announce the arrival of the
visitor whenever the doorbell is rung.

Photographs are courtesy from The
Figure Museum, Johor, Malaysia.
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Life in a Grand
Mansion
“Dato’ Jaafar believed his children
should not only be well educated,
but they should also be cultured and
enlightened. They must read the Malay
hikayat and sya’ir and English literature
and poetry; they must play musical
instruments and enjoy music, read the
Quran and understand religion, and have
good taste in food and clothes”.
Garib and Jaafar (first and second left), Dato’ Onn Jaafar’s
second and third sons, with two cousins and their religious
teacher, wearing the baju kurung Teluk Belanga and songkok.
(Photo courtesy : Dato’ Jaafar family)
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Left: Rogayah Hanim, Dato’ Jaafar’s fourth wife, Mustapha
and Aminah Jaafar, two of the three children from Dato’
Jaafar’s first marriage to Aishah Ibrahim.
Below: A family portrait in “Bukit Senyum”. Seated from
left: Aishah Jaafar (1892-1969), Dato’ Jaafar eldest daughter
with Rogayah Hanim, and Khatijah Jaafar, his only child with
Maimunah.
Standing from left: Halimah Hussein who later married Dato’
Onn, Nor Omar (Mak Besar), who married a nephew of Dato’
Jaafar, and Sakinah Mustapha, the grand-daughter of Dato’
Jaafar.
(Photo courtesy : Dato’ Onn family)

Right: Datin Selamah Ambak and
her daughter, Rogayah (behind),
and Azizah Jaafar (in front),
Dato’ Onn’s younger sister,
(Photo courtesy : Dato’ Onn family)

Left: A formal portrait of Selamah Ambak,
Dato’ Jaafar’s fifth and last wife, dressed
on a floral brocade tunic
and songket sarong.
(Photo courtesy : Dato’ Onn family)

Top Left: Ungku Abdul Hamid Ungku Abdul
Majid, son of Ungku Abdul Majid and Rogayah
Hanim (Dato’ Jaafar fourth wife) and his son
(right), Royal Professor Ungku Abdul Aziz.
(Photo courtesy : Azah Aziz)
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Top: Malay Cultural expert Azah Aziz,
whose mother Azizah was Dato’
Onn’s immediate younger sister.
(Photo courtesy : Zarina Ahmad)

Right: The Wedding ceremony of
Halimah Hussein and Mohamed, Dato’
Jaafar’s sixth child from his Turkish wife,
Rogayah Hanim.
Mohamed died in 1919, soon after his
father, leaving two young sons.
Dato’ Onn then married Mohamed’s
widow Halimah Hussein, who bore him
six children, including Malaysia’s third
Prime Minister, Hussein Onn.
(Photo courtesy : Dato’ Onn family)

All the pictures and captions on these pages are excerpts from
the book, ‘Legacy of Honour’. (Left)
‘Legacy of Honour’ by Zainah Anwar is a biography that tracks
three generations of political leaders in Johor’s most illustrious
political family. It celebrates the lives and contributions of the
first Menteri Besar of Johor, Dato’ Jaafar Mohamed, his son Dato’
Onn Jaafar, who founded UMNO, and his grandson Tun Hussein
Onn, Malaysia’s third Prime Minister.
It brings to life a lost world of public service, honour and
integrity, where leaders took positions based on principles and
Tun Hussein in turn played privotal roles in the transition of Johor
to a modern state in the late 19th and early 20th century.
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A fun-filled carnival that brought families together

UEM Sunrise organised its seventh ISKARNIVAL with
the theme Main-Main at Puteri Harbour, Iskandar Puteri,
on 8 and 9 December. The event celebrated the local
creative industry with Malaysian artists as well as to
commemorate the first anniversary of Iskandar Puteri,
attaining its city status.
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I

SKARNIVAL
celebrated
the
development of Puteri Harbour as
a hub for innovation and creativity
and at the same time highlighted the
significance of ‘play’ in our daily lives.
Sometimes people need to set aside
time for play, however it must be
meaningful. Thus, ‘meaningful play’ is
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essential for constructing knowledge
and development of social, creativity,
problem-solving abilities and emotional
wellbeing.
Visitors were lavished with over 50
exciting performances and activities
during the annual festival. These
included Zee Avi, US-based singersongwriter Lyia Meta, who also recently
made Malaysia proud when she was
named the recipient of World Music
Artist of Year at the 2018 Josie Music
Awards in the United States.

The cool cat Marques Young, also
known as, “Q Sound”, moved to Kuala
Lumpur from New York in 2009. A
master trombonist and singer with
his niche in fusing jazz, hip-hop, soul,
R&B and other elements, performed
with an ensemble with over 20 people
at ISKARNIVAL.
Other performances also included,
Hujan, Joe Flizzow, Zamaera as well
as Man Bai and Rahim Maarof. All
award-winning and talented artists in
their own right, none of the visitors at

ISKARNIVAL left the venue without
feeling the heat, and we are not talking
about the weather.
Attractions also included the Dinosaur
Kingdom theme park with 25
animatronic dinosaurs as well as
dinosaur-themed live shows, games,
interactive rides and educational
booths for families with children.
Parents had a hard time controlling
their children as Sanrio Hello Kitty
Town and Thomas Town theme parks
were also on the menu.
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Astrea - A Residency
Among the Stars
UEM Sunrise Berhad introduced
the Company’s latest premium
high-rise low-density condominium
designed for buyers to take
residency among the stars and
the lights of the Kuala Lumpur
skyline. The Residensi Astrea
Mont’Kiara, launched in October
this year, is nestled in the posh
neighbourhood of Mont’Kiara.

T

he Astrea boasts a unique design inspired
by the stars; featuring a comfortable and
cosy ambiance that one would find in the
wonders of the night sky. Situated on 2.4 acres
of land with a Gross Development Value (“GDV”)
of RM323 million, the freehold residential
development is forecasted to be completed by
the first quarter of 2023.
“Residensi Astrea Mont’Kiara is another
outstanding example of our commitment in
designing exceptional living spaces where
families can thrive and be part of a sustainable
community. Similar to the success of our other
residential development in the Mont’Kiara
neighbourhood, we are confident of the uptake of Residensi Astrea Mont’Kiara by potential
home-owners and investors looking for a unique
and holistic living environment”, says Liong Kok
Kit, UEM Sunrise’s Director for Central 2.
The residency is strategically located within a
short distance to the Verve Shops that includes
Jaya Grocer and several health facilities. It is
also close to several international schools such
as Garden International School and Mont’Kiara
International School as well as medical facilities
such as Global Doctors Centre and Global
Doctors Hospital and shopping facilities
including Arcoris Mont’Kiara, Publika in Solaris
Dutamas, 1 Mont’Kiara Mall, Plaza Mont’Kiara and
Plaza Damas. In addition, residents can enjoy a
round of golf at the nearby TPC Kuala Lumpur
or enjoy other destinations like the Bukit Kiara
Equestrian Club and the National Science Centre.
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Liong also adds, “Level 37 of Residensi Astrea
Mont’Kiara will have 240 units of freehold
condominium that will offer six different built-up
sizes, ranging from 1,364 sq ft to 1859 sq ft. With
a starting price of RM1.2 million onwards, the units
will feature well-planned wide frontage for living
areas and bedrooms, segregated wet kitchen and
pantry arrangement and a wide private balcony
fitted with glass railings”.
The property promotes an exciting lifestyle by
providing facilities on two levels: The Stella Deck
on level 8 and the Astral Deck on level 36. Level
8 features a 45m star-lit pool, splash playground,
jacuzzi, tennis and a basketball court, gastro
pavilion, picnic lawn and barbeque pavilion.
Meanwhile, level 36 features a gym, lounge and
terrace where residents can work out and relax at
their convenience with their families while enjoying
the city skyline at anytime of the day.
On the other hand, Chief Marketing Officer, Kenny
Wong points out, “Catering to different market
segments, the Residensi Astrea Mont’Kiara makes
an ideal choice for young couples and families

as well as empty nesters to call it home with its
combination of urban living, well-designed units,
specially curated facilities and multi-tier security
features. Furthermore, with nearby access to a
host of conveniences, Residensi Astrea Mont’Kiara
provides residents ease in carrying out their daily
routines and meeting their lifestyle needs.
“UEM Sunrise is a lifestyle developer and homes
are not limited to just terrace or condominiums.
Being the pioneer developer in Mont’Kiara, we
continue to build communities for the future and
strive to promote convenient community living in
Mont’Kiara through various measures. For example,
we have our own UEM Sunrise Fun Zone
Community Centre, established in 2006. This
centre is aimed to enrich our UEM Sunrise
community lifestyle by promoting communityoriented programmes to stimulate creativity,
growth and relationship such as language classes,
fitness, cooking classes, craft workshops, as well as
to promote festive events to foster better
relationships and networking among the multicultured owners and residents living in Mont’Kiara
and Dutamas”, Wong added.
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It’s More than Just a Home
Imagine sun-kissed days spent enjoying the water or
exploring spacious green zones for a wholesome lifestyle.

I

ndeed, this township will fulfill that
fantasy. Eugenia 1, an enclave of
Serene Heights is a collection of
modern terrace homes designed to offer
spaciousness and comfortable living,
complemented by serene surroundings
of lush, calming greenery.
For the privileged few, there are a limited
number of homes that sit just beside
the parkland’s meandering waterway.
The homes have spacious interiors
for today’s needs as well as sleek and
modern styling for added comfort. Also,
selected homes will have extra garden
space.
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Located in Bangi, Serene Heights, an 25-acre parkway,
Eugenia 1 is surrounded by the peaceful neighbourhoods of
Bandar Baru Bangi, Kajang and Semenyih. These matured
neighbourhoods offer the advantage of established amenities
within easy reach.
Living in Eugenia 1 also means excellent accessibility via a
network of highways such as the North-South Expressway
and the SILK Highway. In addition, these roads will give

you access to great amenities such as school, hospitals,
universities, shopping malls as well as golf clubs and parks.
These 84 units of double-storey terrace homes start with
typical lot size from 22’x 75’, built-ups ranging from 2,081 –
2,858 sq ft as well as possessing 3 to 4 bedrooms. Eugenia 1
also includes 1.3km of meandering waterways and 3.5km of
cycling and jogging path. Register your interest by calling
1 800 888 008 or by visiting sereneheights.com.my.
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Sireh Park- A National Heritage Park
that provides recreational, education
and scientific research

Sireh Park at Iskandar
Puteri offers a hive
of varied activities to
encourage human and
nature interaction.

T

he 343 acres of hilly land is like a

are revealed by the names such as :

jig-saw puzzle of activity centres

Flowering Step, Scent Garden, Stream

where users could move from

Garden,

Exposition

Ground,

Planter

one zone to another. It is back to nature

Museum, Discovery and Learning Centre,

for folks living nearby at Horizon Hills and

Family Camping Ground, Water Activity

Bukit Indah. It promotes appreciation of

Centre,

the local tropical flora and fauna and

Park, Camping Ground, Cabins and

the macro zoning focuses on specific

Tree House, Arboretum, Full Orchard,

activities and landscape concept that

Nursery, Corporate Retreat, Biodiversity

progressess in a transitional flow from

Plot and Research Camping Ground

very intense landscaping to a more

as well as an area that is called Legacy

natural conservation forest.

Forest.

Zone 1 – Tropical Flora Park, Zone 2 –

The activities are arranged in a daisy

Lake Park, Zone 3- Activity Forest Park

chain manner across the expanse of

and Zone 4- Legacy Park.

the park with a new experience at each

Pedestrian

Bridge,

Activity

centre, including the opportunity to
biodiversity

learn and discover aspects of nature.

conservation of plants in the park

The Legacy Forest grounds is intended

The
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kind

of

plant
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to have high biodiversity for scientific
and conservational purpose through
reforestation and enrichment planting of
tropical species.
There is a fixed calendar of public
activities in the park, bringing people
and families together and as a centre of
nature learning and the propagation of
biodiversity. It is a gem that contributes
to the sustainable, green intention of
Iskandar Puteri.
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Mr. and Mrs. Ng (below) who live in Bukit Indah, five minutes

Rudi, Fifi, Fiza and Achik (below) live and work in Johor Bahru.

away from Sireh Park used to live and work in Singapore for

They were training for the Monsoon Run (Kunang-Kunang

36 years. Now Mrs. Ng is a retiree, who lives in Johor while her

Run) to be held at Sireh Park at the end of 2018.

husband commutes to work in Singapore.

“

Iskandar Puteri is safe and
secure. It is a new town with
well-planned infrastructure and
we love it here”.
		—Mrs. Ng
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The First & Largest Hyatt House
Opens in Mont’Kiara

From left: Mr. Devamanokaran Poonagasu, Mr. Michael Koffler, En. Anwar Syahrin Abdul Ajib, En. Mohamed Rastam Shahrom and
Mr. Bennett Peter at the opening ceremony.

H

yatt and UEM Sunrise Berhad celebrated the opening
of the long-awaited Hyatt House Kuala Lumpur,
Mont’Kiara on the 6 December 2018, marking the
brand’s largest extended stay hotel in the world as well as
being the first Hyatt House in Southeast Asia.
The Hyatt House is also strategically located in the exclusive,
cosmopolitan community of Mont’Kiara, only minutes away
from the Malaysian International Trade and Exhibition
Centre (MITEC), Malaysia’s largest exhibition centre.
Hyatt House contains 298 guestrooms and fully equipped
kitchen suites, featuring a full three-meal restaurant, 3,200
square feet (300 square meters) of
meeting space, a 24-hour workout
room, infinity sky pool, and the TEN
37 Skypool Bar, which features a
captivating view of the Kuala Lumpur
city skyline. Additionally, it is located
in the affluent suburb located five
kilometres from central Kuala Lumpur,
characterised by restaurants of
international cuisines retail, niche
lifestyle stores, and vibrant nightlife.

“Hyatt
House
Kuala
Lumpur,
Mont’Kiara is located in a very
desirable area, and we are looking
forward to creating a positive
travel experience for each and
every guest”, said General Manager
Mr. Bennett Peter. “The Hyatt
Hotel brand is everything the name
represents – a welcoming and warm
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environment that encourages guests to live like residents.
We want each and every guest who comes through our
doors to feel that they can let their real-life routines roll on,
even when they are on the road”.
“Hyatt House Kuala Lumpur, Mont’Kiara completes the
overall implementation plan of our award-winning Arcoris
Mont’Kiara development, which is designed by the Londonbased architectural firm, Foster + Partners. It is a significant
milestone that marks UEM Sunrise’s inaugural venture into
the hospitality industry as we expand our business
portfolio”, said Anwar Syahrin, Managing Director and Chief
Executive Officer of UEM Sunrise.
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Developer:

Milik Harta Sdn Bhd (0454100V)
Level U2, Block C5, Solaris Dutamas,
No.01 Jalan Dutamas1,
50480 Kuala Lumpur

facebook.com/UEMSunrise

@UEM_Sunrise

